8/1 4/73 


Dear Diane, 

When your letter ("the 8th, I think", postmarked the 11th) came this morning and I 
reaa it, x eouldn t help but wonder wJiat could liave caused ao marked a change in soi rf t. 
xnon x merely glanced at the art work on the envelope, said "cute" to myself, and returned 
to wnat i had to d6 so nil could do her tilings. After supper, now, I sec the explanations 
.hat fat lil jailbird inside those bar! How PAT! That must be it, the great Texas cuisine! 

. illeu 1 ' fc ' ouglit of your closing, "(not Holden). Of course not. I spoiled it wrong. It 
13 iioldaiiG. 

Between the two, all that pas? pep, made me wonder if they have a comnioary in that 
Jal -* x know 'a (juy who onoo has such a business inside a pokey. Far iron yours, though. 

In connection vath my v/ork I liave had heavy corrospondonco with a few prisoners in 
perhaps a half-dozen jails, ‘^al heavy, but never liave I seen such joy in life shine out 
atom inside durance vile. Hover, absolutely never l 

'Course, the switch fron Godzilla to Godfather is a bit abrupt. 

Guess I liave a better notion of the clianrge. If they laid 8160,000 on you, they 
must thin}; you rip od off the ^ount ^ilson observatory. But how in the world could v 0 u 
drag that all the way from California even if you got it down the nountain. Guess also 
must liave seriously underestimated shepower. 

I had heard tiiat K1 Padrone extended his kindnesses farthur west than you are, but 
I entertained the notion the only kind of one-ways streets he liked ran liis way. Borne of 
lus closest liave told me this. And one of his former black musicians once told ao of 
his unusual payday skim: white women, (giite a guy. 

Beeino to me I saw tiiat little derringer once. Before the middle of April, 1968. 

The "holeies" I might be able to Jjueos. Bu. what are the "splitway"? My knowledge in 
such technical details is limited to a little varminting. Or is tiiat what you were 
tallcing about? i can figure you for blowing minds, but not tiiat way. 

It is news to me tliaibyou don^t play games. I hope it is not bad news. I know lot 3 
oi games i don t really like. 

You and shrinks? That's where the roal mindblowing is! 


You and cool-blowing'? Tiiat also could bo mindblowing* 

Hy. lay, my, 1-iY! All this ellipsis. 

I dig the need for good words and them only. Words arc the one tiling 


I've goi 


just 


aoout. Everyone who knows me says I liave pbntji of them, nope these are good ones. 

ihooo 1 had for the guy who is Wal tiler's friend didn't do him or me much /-nod, as 
you may remember, lie did get a chocolate malt tiiat he seemed to want very much." I 
remember winning a game . of pool, much to my surprise. And ho hasnftt' moved. 

Anyway, I'm glad you now liave two good foot. I had to icoep both on mine firmly on 
the floor while reading yours and writing this. Even when I pressed, I wasn't sure it 
v/as real! Hard floor and bare feet, too. 

, . jlud io is only tlie top oi kt. V/Ilson. ^r is it Palomar? Op vdiatever 

kind of camera for which they lay it on so hard. With wliat I’ve been seeing on TV from 
down there, phew! anything was possible. As anything seems to be there. 

, Ulad Y° u seem to have no troubles. I've got terrible ones. The tomatoes just won't 
ripen, even with record-breaking he*t and strong sun. The rabbits ate all the teas exceot 
xour sx or ait, wliich we ate raw, on the spot. They did leave us almost a respectable 
mess of beans. They left no lettuce for us (and look what Mixon did to even lettuce ! ). 
Uust have planted the beets and carrots at the wrong phase of the moon, for they've do 
so poorly even the hxh± animals turn theur noses up. Worst of all tho com. Some bum, 

I think probably a groundhog, lias been trying it out every night. '*e goes down the rows 
imtil he finds an ear, ho thinks is about, cuts the stalk off at the .ground and has a 
oiiacx. -o i.x he nasn t missed one and all the com we’ve had ooucs from others. You’d 
n-.;Ver know from tnese raids that there is a record— breaking com crop hereabouts. Every- 
body has fields of it. 8o this bum robs our little patch. That's what i get for making 
piles oi brush and vcjjetati wi for our flurry friends to use in the cold winters! 

Well, we'll see Wiiat kind of thaiucu are due the ,nster of town ana country^ I expect. 


Good luck. 

ft 


